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Thou Sir Lancelot, there thou liest, that thou were never matched
of earthly knights hand. And thou were the most courteous knight
that ever bare shield. Ana thou were the truest friend to thy lover
that ever bestrad horse. And thou were the kindest man ever
struck with sword. And thou were the goodliest person that ever
came among press of knights. And thou were the meekest and
gentlest that ever ate in hall among ladies. And thou were the
sternest knight to thy mortal foe that ever put spear in rest.
Sir Thomas Malory
Le Morte d Arthur
(1485 )

What everyone most aims at in ordinary contact with his
fellows is to prove them inferior to himself.
Arthur Schopenhauer
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A mans inteilect, however, by no means stands in any direct relation
with the goodness of his character. 'Fine minds are seldom fine souls’
was the correct observotion of Jean Paul; although they are never
the contrary. Lord Bacon, who, to be sure,was less a fine soul than
a fine mind, was a scoundrel.

Arthur Schopenhauer

As to conventional moral standards, 'The Prince' makes it quite clear
that rulers are not bound by them: unless expediency demands that
moral laws should be obeyed, a ruler may break them all. Indeed,
he often must if he wishes to remain in power. At the same time,
he should appear to others to be virtuous.

Bertrand Russell
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In the course of his diplomatic work Machiavelli became well acquainted with Cesare Borgia,
the son of Alexander VI, and os vigorous a scoundrel as his father. With great skill and
daring, Cesare Borgia planned to ensure his own positions against the day when his father
-:oc.._ die. His brother, standing in the way of these ambitions, was eliminated. On the
military side, Cesare helped his father enlarge the papal dominions, fully intending later to
keep these territories for himseif. As for the papal succession, everything must done
that one of his own friends should come to occupy the Holy See. Cesare Borgia displayed
admirable ingenuity and diplomatic cunning in pursuing these ends, now feigning friendship,
and now dealing death. The victims of these exercises in statesmanship cannot, of course,
be consulted about their feelings, but the chances are that from a detached point of view
they might well have admired Cesare Borgias undoubted skili; such was the temper of the
zsqn. In the end, his plans failed because he was himself ill at the time his father died
in 1503.
Bertrand Russell
Wisdom of the k'es?
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That this most perfect manifestation of the will to live, the human organism,
with the cunning and complex working of its machinery, must fall to dust
and yield up itself and all its strivings to extinction- this is the naive way
in which Nature, who is always so true and sincere in what she says,
proclaims the whole struggle of this will as in its very essence barren and
unprofitable. Were it of any value in itself, anything unconditioned and absolute,
it could not thus end in nothing.

Arthur Schopenhauer

he greatest of follies is to sacrifice health for any other kind of happiness,
whatever it may be, for gain, advancement, |earning or fame, let alone, then,
for fleeting sensual pleasures.
Ibidem

In truth, man is a poor animal like the rest, and his powers
are meant only to maintain him in the struggle for existence.
Man may be said to be a thinking being only in a very remote
sense, and henceforth feel no special surprise at any trait
of human thoughtlessness or folly; but know, rather, that
the normal mans intellectual range of vision does indeed
extend beyond that of the brute, whose whole existence Is,
as though it were, a continual present, with no consciousness
of the past or the future, but not such an immeasurable
distance as is generally supposed .

Arthur Schopenhauer
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It is advisable to put very moderate limits upon our expectations

of pleasure, possessions, rank, honor and so on; because it is

just this striving and struggling to be happy, to dazzle the world,

to lead a life full of pleasure, which entail great misfortune.

It is prudent and wise, | say, to reduce ones claims, if only for

the reason that it is extremely easy to be very unhappy; while

to be very happy is not indeed difficult, but quite impossible.
Arthur Schopenhauer

ment of every wish brings with it more or less a sense
of disappointment .
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No doubt, when modesty was made a virtue, it was a
very advantageous thing for the fools; for everybody
is expected to speak of himself as if he were one.
This is leveling down indeed; for it comes to look
as if there were nothing but fools in the world. "
1bi

s more advisable to show your
nothing than by speaking out;
lence is a matter of prudence, whilst speaking
has something in it of vanity, The opportunities
for displaying the one or the other occur equally often;
but the fleeting satisfa afforded by speech is
often preferred to the permanent advantage secured
by silence. -
I
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ce everything which exists or happens for a man
exists only in his consciousness and happens for it alone,
the most essential thing for a man is the constitution of
his consciousness. o
il

A man must be able to observe that other people are badly
posed towards him, without feeling any hatred towards them

himself; nay, there is no surer sign of a great mind than
that it refuses to notice annoying and insulting expressions,
but straight away ascribes them, as it ascribes countless
other mistakes, to the defective knowledge of the speaker,
and so merely observes without feeling them.

Ibid
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He who has taken to heart my philosophy — who knows,
therefore, that our whole existence is something
which had better not have been, and that to
and disclaim it is the highest wisdom - he will
have no great expectations from anything or any
condition in life : he will spend passion on nothing
in the world, nor lament over much if he fails in
any of undertackings.
Ibid

A man who is unintelligent is very likely to show his
perfidy, ny and malice; whereas a clever man
understands how to conceal these qualities. And
how often, on the other hand, does perversity of
heart prevent a man from seeing truths which his
intelligence is quite copable of grasping!

Arthur Schopenhauer
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A coarse and filthy ruffian
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The right of the good Lord to all things rests on nothing
but his omnipotence. Thomas Hobbes

We have only two days to live; it is not worth our while
to spend them in cringing to contemptible rascals.
Arthur Schopenhauer
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