
 

CITY OF PINE BLUFF 

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

MARCH 28th, 2023,  4:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

200 E. 8th Avenue 
  

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 

 
AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:  1-31-23 meeting  

                                                                2-13-23 meeting 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 
 

  

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Variance request to reduce the number of parking spaces as                      

required by ordinance. The property is zoned RMF-18,  

           Multifamily and is located at 6811 S. Hazel.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADJOURN TO PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 TO THE  

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

  

SUBJECT:     Variance request to reduce the number of parking spaces as  

                       required by ordinance. The property is zoned RMF-18,  

                       Multifamily.  
 

APPLICANT:  SEARK / P3 Group 
 

ZONING AND LAND USES:   RMF-18 -Multifamily 
 

ZONING: North: R-3, Residential LAND North: Vacant  

  South: B-2, Shopping Center 
RMF – 12, Multifamily 

USE: South: Nursing Home  

  East: R-1, Residential   East: Vacant 

  West: R-1, Residential   West: Davis Life & former Seabrook property 

  

History 
 

No previous variance request in the area 
 

REVIEW COMMENTS 
 

A former nursing home is proposed to be renovated for an athletic dormitory 
setting as part of SEARK’s south campus expansion. The college acquired and 
has been utilizing the former Seabrook facility for college activities. It is 
located west and partially adjacent to this request. An aerial photo on page 4 
indicates the proximity. The estimated number of rooms is 64 with 
approximately 168 students. In the applicant’s statement it is noted that the 
college does not expect every student to possess a vehicle. 
 

Staff’s review is based on several sections of the zoning ordinance. In the 
definition it states that  “a variance is authorized only for height, area and 
size of structure or size of yards and open spaces” but it does not mention 
a reduction in the number of parking spaces.  
 

In the parking section of the ordinance under the category “colleges” it states 
that parking “Should be conditional use, based on its unique 
characteristics” while most other categories specifically assign a number 
based on square feet or other matrix.  
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In another area of the ordinance, it mentions that a variance will be required 
for shared use of parking; however, that is normally done in instances  with 
different property owners. 
 

In 2021, the Board approved a variance for the location of fencing , reduction 
in green space and included a reduction in parking with regard to the 
application for SEARK on Leslie Lea Drive south of the main campus. 
 

In that review staff agreed with the applicant and considered the parking at 
less than 2 spaces per unit due to a college campus setting.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Since the request is consistent with facilities normally located on college campuses 

as well as its location adjacent to additional campus parking lots, staff recommends 

approval of the request with the condition that if it is deemed by the city that  

parking and / or safety problems develop the applicant may be required to submit 

resolutions to the issues in the form of a Use Permit on Review (UPOR). 
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Zoning Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6811 S. Hazel 
Variance request 
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Aerial Map 

 

 

 

6811 S. Hazel 

6811 S. Hazel 
Variance request 

SEARK 
South campus 
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